SUMMARY
INTRODUCTION
Cancer incidence, especially in developing countries, is increasing all over the world (1) . In accordance, the incidence of cancer in our country is expected to increase as well (2) . In this context, the activities concerning the battle with cancer should be planned in a conscious way and rational policies should be produced. In our country, according to the national cancer control program all of these activities are carried out in four main categories: Prevention, Screening and Early Diagnosis, Treatment and Palliative Care (3) . In order to carry out successful policies in this subject matter a certain level of cancer awareness in the society is required. Awareness could be succeded with the training of society within the framework of a developed plan. In this context, the media, civil society organizations and community leaders in cooperation with public education and training in schools is required.
Unfortunately, the studies demonstrating the level of knowledge, the sensitivity and awareness of cancer, which is gradually increasing and affecting the whole community with the consequences is not enough in Turkey (4) . Because of this lack of knowledge Ministry of Health, Department of Cancer commissioned a research survey in 26 different cities on 3.096 different individuals. Since this is the first study that aimed to have an idea of level of knowledge and the sensitivity of society it is quite important. Another important point about this study is that this study would allow to develop actionable policies with the data driven from it.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
This research was carried out by a survey performed in 26 different cities, with 3.096 people by the Republic of Turkey Ministry of Health, Department of Cancer.
Polls were done using a private firm with retrieval Some important questions and answers in this survey were summarized in Table I . 
DISCUSSION
In general terms, this research is a survey model. Screening models are the research models that aim to precisely describe a situation in the past or a situation that currently exists. The main purposes of these models are to produce healthy information for the decision maker in order to develop a strategy.
A limited number of studies were performed in order to investigate the the level of awareness of people about cancer. Existing studies were usually performed on a limited number of people from a particular region.
In this context, these studies cannot possibly represent the whole country. This study is the first that has a sufficient number of participants and was performed in 26 different cities of our country and the results reflectthe level of whole country. In accordance with the facts determined according to the results of this study, public education and selection of the right policies in this education would be possible.
According to a number of striking findings of this study summarized in Table I; a. Goods consumed in our country: The rate of smoking in our country is still at a very high level 
RESULTS
In the light of all these data, one can say that the level of awareness and knowledge about cancer among our people is at a very low level. In particular, nutrition seems to gain much importance in the eyes of our people. Further training sessions should be carried out about the harmful effects of smoking and other carcinogens. Existing perception of cancer should be replaced, screening programs for the early detection and that anyone could be cured with early detection should be taught. There is an undeniable role of television in public education and global policy makers should work with professional PR firms.
